
 

 

 
   

  

 
 

 
  

 

  
  

  

 

 
  

 
  

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

John Boccacino: 

Hello. And welcome back to the 'Cuse Conversations Podcast. I'm John Boccacino, senior internal 
communications specialist at Syracuse University. 

Father Gerry Waterman: 

I've never been welcomed more than I have been in this place. I can say that I felt so welcomed by 
faculty, staff, students, administration, everybody is very welcoming, that's number one. Number two, I 
find the caliber of student here. There's a biblical word for them that I'll use it's guileless. What you see 
is what you get. There's no hidden agenda to the students I meet here. None. I just find them 
transparent. I find them grounded by the earth. I find them so Frangsn
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ones who have a college experience, unlike any other. They're the ones who are trying to figure out who 
they are. And they're dealing with this once in a century pandemic, they're dealing with unprecedented 
social justice movement calls, where the world 



  
  

  
  

  
 

 
  

 
   

   
  

 

 
   

  

  

   

  

 

 

 
 

 

    
 

 

And so he said, "Go visit. And then you can say no, if you want to say no." So the last diocesan 



 

 

 
   

  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

True enough. I agree. I mean, who doesn't love Syracuse in the spring, and the fall, and summer? 

John Boccacino: 

Oh, no doubt. The sun is shining and people are... We appreciate it more having been through the 
doldrums. 

Father Gerry Waterman: 

There's the key. We appreciate it more. I talk about the sun when it comes out to my friends in North 
Carolina. They say, "Why are you talking about the sun?" Because we don't see it that often, and we're 
grateful when it shows. 

John Boccacino: 

You have served as the Catholic chaplain, since 2016, August of 16 is when you took over leading both 
the Syracuse University, and the SUNY ESF communities. What is it about the Syracuse University and 
SUNY ESF students, and the community that has made it so rewarding for you to work with? 

Father Gerry Waterman: 

Well, I've never been welcomed more than I have been in this place. I can say that's number one. I felt 
so welcomed by faculty, staff, students, administration, everybody is very welcoming, that's number 
one. Number two, I find the caliber of student here. There's a biblical word for them that I'll use, it's 
guileless. What you see is what you get. There's no hidden agenda to the students I meet here. None. I 
just find them transparent. I find them grounded by the earth. 

I find them so Franciscan like, because Francis was a very down to earth human being. And 
that's what I find in our caliber of students. They are very, they'll say anything to me John, which is what 
I appreciate. There's no, oh, you're a Father. You can't hear that. Who they are is who I see. And I love 
that. I love that transparency, because that's what God sees. And that's how God created them to be. 
There's no such thing as a facade with God, God sees. 

John Boccacino: 

It's no surprise that recently you were honored by chancellor Syverud, and the Syracuse University 
community with the chancellor's forever orange award. It's an award that's conferred on students, 
faculty, or staff who quote "by virtue of extraordinary hard work, good values and commitments 
excellence, embody the best of Syracuse University." It's an outstanding honor. It's well deserved. How 
did you feel about that? I know that it can be a little tough to have humility, and have an award kind of 
thrown at you. Were you surprised by that? 

Father Gerry Waterman: 

Surprised, shocked and utterly humbled. I said this to the chancellor, as he handed me this award on 
the stage on April 22nd of Hendricks Chapel, I said, "Every Sunday I celebrate mass. I preside on this 
stage. I make Jesus present for the students here, and I speak about the gospel here on this stage." I 
said, "My knees never, ever shake. Today, receiving this. My knees were wobbling." Because I didn't 
want to be there. I don't. When chancellor told me that I needed to be present at this ceremony on 
April 20, I said "Why?" He said, "Because you're receiving an award." I said, "I don't want an award." He 
goes, "That's why you're getting this award. I knew you don't want it." Yeah. Very humble, very 
humbling. 
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John Boccacino: 

If you can allow yourself to brag a little bit, I know you're very modest, but what do you think it is about 



  

   

  

 

 

   

 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
  

summer. No, not a following, it was a few months later, he calls me and he said, "Have you looked into 
the wine  




